July 26, 2011
Hello to all St Rose parents,

I am so excited to begin my second year as director of youth ministry here at St. Rose! I am both honored and humbled to have the opportunity. It is my hope and prayer that we can continue this year to build on the work we have done the past several years in youth ministry.  I am so familiar with the overwhelming demands placed on us and our kids, but I urge you to join me in choosing Christ centered learning, food, fellowship and fun here at St Rose. In order to continue to have successful youth ministry programs, I am going to need your help.  Please register your kids for our youth programs and make sure you get them here on Sunday nights.  I along with all the youth ministry team members will continue to work very hard to make our programs the best they can be for our kids.

This year we will continue with several exciting youth ministry options for our kids. “Jr. Xtreme” for our 5th graders will begin its second year. This will be a Sunday night group that covers basic Catholic/Christian principles and ideas in order to prepare the kids for entry into the older youth groups.  Jr. Xtreme will meet on Sunday nights in the gym at 6:00pm and then proceed to the Lois Kennedy Room until 7:30.

Our middle school group called “Xtreme” is back for another great year. This program for 6-8 grade is centered on the Gospel message and the central mystery of our Faith (Christ died, was buried and rose). Xtreme nights will emphasize a different basic tenant of our Faith each month and we always make time for some fun games and activities.  Xtreme is a place for middle school kids to develop a relationship with The Church and with each other.
Our High School group, “Life Teen”, is for 9-12 grade teens.  Life Teen is a family of teens from all the different high schools who recognize their common bond of being a Saint Rose Catholic.  Whether your son or daughter attends private, home or public school, we encourage you to send them to Life Teen where they can be an active member of our St. Rose “teen family”.  The theme of Life Teen this year will be “Church, a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation”.  Life Teen’s slogan is “leading teens closer to Christ”.  No message could possibly be more important than this.

As in years past, we will also continue to offer our Wednesday night group called “Thomas More’s Teens”. This is a group open to all teens (13-19) who desire to go deeper into topics and discussion than youth group allows.  We meet Wednesday nights from 6-7 pm in the LKR.  A schedule will be available online soon. Our first night will be August 17th. Furthermore, Blue Crew will continue on Sunday nights immediately after Life Teen. Blue Crew is a spiritual class that will consist of studying and applying our obligation to serve as Christ magnified in Matthew 25:31-40.
We will also offer confirmation classes again this year. If your son or daughter is in 8th-12th grade and has not yet received this important sacrament, please plan on attending one of the meetings (August 21st 3:30 to 4:30pm in Jo Call room) or (August 28th 3:30 to 4:30pm in Jo Call room). You will also need to go ahead and register them for youth group as well. More confirmation info will be covered at the previously listed meetings.

In closing, I continue to be grateful for the opportunity to serve our kids in the most important mission of our lives…saving souls!
Peace,
Phil

